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Nothing is impossible 
when you work in the 
Circus



Nothing is impossible 
when you work in the 
Circus

Just……
Awkward
Heavy
And 
Expensive

























The Burst Pipe Dream
A performance and installation that tells a fishy tale 

working with local media engaging the community to 
develop an audience over a period of 2-3 months  leading 

to a week of spectacle and performance.

Brighton, UK

March - May 2008



Project Lead- in
March – May

Squid Story: 
Big Oriental Squid inc. begins promotion for their new development - an exciting and innovative 
project that will see Europe’s first Giant Squid Farm built in Jubilee Square, Brighton. Geological 
surveys have been carried out and planning permission has been applied for.  In March a web site, 
planning notices, a free phone telephone number and leaflet distribution go live to explain that 
construction work will begin in May bringing Prosperity, Protein and Pigment and Europe©s 1st giant 
squid farm to Brighton and the South East of England. 

Real Story:
Working closely with the festivals sponsorship, marketing and press department strong links are 
made between the organisations and collaborations made to tell the story. Website and 0800 
number for Big Oriental Squid inc go live. Calls are recorded for possible inclusion in the shows. 
Fake planning notices are put up in Jubilee Square and contacts with local press and schools are 
developed to increase local engagement in the project. 



Monday 19th May 

Squid Story:
Dr Sidney Flammea CEO of Big Oriental Squid inc flies down from Edinburgh and finds time to be interviewed live 
on breakfast radio, he explains that in order to lure a Giant Squid down the recently discovered tunnel, a huge 
quantity of Fear Pheromones  will be pumped down a shaft that is going to be dug this week. He describes how 
BOSinc have special collars that are used to collect pheromones generated by mammals in a state of fear and 
invites the good people of Brighton to bring their pets down to Jubilee Square where workers will give them a little 
fright (spin them round in a Lobster Pot tied to the arm of a digger!)  and collect the necessary fresh pheromones!

Whilst he is on air a branded shipping container is placed on site and and strange sounds of animals in distress can 
be heard coming from within. 

Real Story:
The BOSi crew arrive on site and in character deal with the quite dramatic effect the sound track has on passers by 
whilst  constructing a worksite themed art installation with a 24 hr interactive water and lighting feature.

Local radio interviews the performer playing the CEO which is broadcast live at peak breakfast time. Leaflets about 
the project are given out and more fake planning notices are put up. The website responses and Freephone number 
are monitored closely. A recording takes places for another radio interview to be broadcast on Wednesday. 



Tuesday 20th May

Squid Story: 
The BOSinc team continue to make preparations for building the Giant Squid farm. Rumours and 
interest amongst locals grows, as the noises of animals from the container continue to intrigue. The 
public speculate about what the arrival of this Squid Farm would mean for Brighton tales are told in 
local cafes and bars, and Yo Sushi, based opposite the site, begin to make negotiations with the 
team about becoming a partner in the venture... 

Real Story:
The performing crew stay in character and build the installation continuing to engage and interact 
with the audience. BOSi directors and performers work with students from local colleges and begin 
to spread rumours in cafes and bars about the project to get people talking. Members of the general 
public are cautioned by the police for trying to rescue the ‘animals’ from inside the container!



Wednesday 21st May 

Squid Story: 
As BOSInc prepare to extract fear pheromones from the mammals in the storage container, they encounter a 
problem. Animal rights protesters arrive, chant and encourage passers by to sign petitions against the practice, this 
prevents the planned works. It appears that whilst the people of Brighton are in favour of the Giant Squid Farm they 
are not in favour of frightening pets for this cause, unlike the people in Japan (who donated a minke whale for the 
project!) Dr Sidney Flammea uses this press attention to his advantage and calls an impromptu conference during 
which the Dr and his assistant, Penny Gobby, explain that as a result of the protesting, BOSinc have decided to 
change their methods and instead they will scare children. The public and protesters and pleased with this outcome, 
but the end of the conference is disrupted as one of the incompetent BOSinc team digs through a mains water pipe 
and bursts it, creating a huge ‘fountain’! 

Real Story:
The local students BOSi have been working with lead fake protests and gather signatures and contact details from 
passers by. Real local TV, Newspaper, Radio stations cover the protest and press conference in the knowledge that 
it is a staged event. This coverage is broadcast later in the week on 6o’clock news and makes the front page of the 
local newspaper.  The burst pipe becomes the final spectacular attraction to the amazing 24hr water and light 
feature that is responsive to passersby. 



Thursday 22nd & Friday 23rdMay 

Squid Story: 
Having decided to replace the scaring of domestic pets with children, hoards of them are brought down by their 
parents to be be terrified and an essential part in the process of attracting a Giant Squid down the tunnel. Inspired by 
the street shows the workers have seen the team discover the acrobatic possibilities of the worksite and attract more 
children to the square! Leaky pipes continue to entertain passers by. A broadcast on the radio and piece on the 6 
o’clock news updates the public about the progress in digging the tunnel and encourages more children to take part 
in being scared for science. 

Real Story:
The protests from the day before are on the front page of the local paper and a previously recorded  interview is 
broadcast on BBC local radio. There is a 3 minute piece about the project on Friday’s 6 o’clock local news on TV. All 
this media attention generates huge levels of interest, excitement and audience figures for the project. The BOSi fear 
making digger funfair ride is in full operation and the sensors built into the large water feature trigger effects that 
entertain all the family. A 40 minute workmen acrobatic show, The Hole Job, is performed at various intervals. 



Saturday 24th May 

Squid Story: 
BOSinc invite the people of Brighton to witness the fantastic historic event as a Giant Squid enters the tunnel and eggs 
are extracted. It is a count down ceremony that  sees last minute fear pheromone donations from children pumped into 
the tunnel, celebratory workmen performances, and lots of water generation! When the time comes, Dr Sidney 
Flammea and Penny Gobby lead the ceremony, thanking the public for scaring their children in the name of science 
and relating the the previous weeks activities.  Sidney falls into the squid tunnel!, the Giant Squid suddenly appears and 
lots of water catches the light and looks pretty, the Dr reappears with the cherished eggs and the community of 
Brighton celebrate with the Big Oriental Squid inc . 

Real Story:
During the daytime, spectacular interactive dancing fountain, digger funfair ride and The Hole Job show are fully 
operational. The evening climaxes with a spectacular finale, including a water and light show. The Squid finally arrives 
and the installation ends with a celebratory outdoor party for the public. 
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